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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 and 3 are objected to because of the following infomnalities: the phrase 
"preferably to the boom of a hydraulic excavator** renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear if the boom is being claimed or not; and claim 3, line 4. the temri "and/or" 
renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear which combination is being claimed.. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Balemi 
U.S. Patent 5,082.389. Balemi shows all of the claimed subject matter of a quick- 
change attachment in figures 1-2. 

Regarding claim 1 . quick-change attachment to connect a tool, preferably, to the 
boom of a hydraulic excavator, comprising a boom-connecting quick-change component 
1 to accommodate a tool, one end of which has a pin , and the other end of which is 
retained in a bearing of the quick-change attachment by positive-fit or friction 
engagement, characterized in that a bushing 7 in the form of a half-liner having a 
support angle is inserted within the bearing. 

Regarding claim 2. characterized in that the bushing is composed of a wear- 
resistant material, (any material will wear) 
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Regarding claim 3, characterized in that the bushing 7 is secured within the 
bushing support region of the bearing by an adhesive-bonding joint, shrink joint, welded 
joint, and/or screw connection, (it is inherent that bearing 7 is welded or a type of shrink 
joint) 

Regarding claim 4, characterized in that the bushing has a collar (outer part 
around bearing 7). 

Regarding claim 5. characterized in that the bushing 7 in the fonm of a half-liner 
has an insertion slot which has essentially the same diameter as the bearing hole. 

Regarding claim 6, characterized in that the bushing is composed of curved, flat 
steel, and that the faces of the bushing's free ends contact the bushing support region 
of the bearing. 

Regarding claim 7, characterized in that the bushing is secured within the 
bushing support region of the bearing by an adhesive-bonding joint, shrink joint, welded 
joint, and/or screw connection, (it is inherent that bearing 7 is welded or a type of shrink 
joint) 

Regarding claim 8, characterized in that the bushing has a collar (portion around 
bearing 7). 

Regarding claim 9, characterized in that the bushing in the form of a half-liner 
has an insertion slot (open portion in the C) which has essentially the same diameter as 
the bearing hole. 
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Regarding claim 10. characterized in that the bushing 7 is composed of a curved, 
flat steel, and that the faces of the bushing's free ends contact the bushing support 
region of the bearing. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. McCann U.S. Patent 6,132,130 and Nishikawa et al. U.S. Patent 
Application 2002/0136597 shows similar inventions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
' examiner should be directed to John R. Cottingham whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3439. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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